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March Meeting  

Next Meeting 

The next meeting is March 

20 @ 7pm @  Cathy 

Blackburnôs Directions on 

back page!!  

If the world was 
truly a rational 

place, men would 
ride sidesaddle.  

 Rita Mae Brown  

WOW!!  

We had the biggest turnout at the awards banquet that we have had in years.  It 

was GREAT!!  Letôs keep up the effort and we can really get this club growing 

again.  We had such a large turnout that some had to go in the regular dining 

area to eat.  The food was delicious.  All of the award recipients were present 

and that was awesome to get some great pictures of them with their awards.  

The winners were as follows for the SSMHA High Point Award. 

W/T Champion Lauren Osborne with Cingate Jack Flash 

W/T Reserve Champion Ashley Wingate with Kernôs Endeavor 

Junior Champion Mallory Stacy with Futurity Roman Torch  

Junior Reserve Champion Austin Oplotnik with DVK Kingsway  

Amateur Champion Luan-I Jackson with LPV Hot Shot 

Amateur Reserve Champion Kim Oplotnik with En Excess NKS 

Open High Point Award sponsored by Laura Ward and Pat Gillespie 

Youth Champion Austin Oplotnik with DVK Kingsway  

Youth Reserve Champion Mallory Stacy with Futurity Roman Torch 

Adult Champion Jo Rench with Grandlee High and Mighty  

Adult Reserve Champion Tadgy Stacy with Futurity Roman Torch 

Last but definitely not Least the Shirley Givenôs Sportsmanship Award went to 

Becca Bornstein for her outstanding sportsmanship.  Whether just cheering 

someone on or helping others she Always has a smile on her face!  Great Job to 

everyone that competed this past year and Good Luck this year!  

Remember that the directory is going to be out at Centennial so if you have any 

last minute ads to put in please do so by  

PLACE YOUR AD HERE! 

Help support our newsletter and our club and place an ad! 

Ads must be submitted by the 29th of every month for the following monthôs newsletter.  Ads can be submitted by e-mail or 
regular mail.  

Business Card - $5.00/ad or $35.00/year or $8.00/ad  or $70.00/year (Non -Member)  

Classified Ad (30 words or less) $3.00/ad or $5.00/ad (Non -Member) ($0.10 for each additional word)  

1/4 Page -  $5.00/ad or $37.50/year or $10.00/ad or $75/ year (Non -Member)  

1/2 Page - $8.00/ad or $40/year or $15.00/ad $80/year (Non -Member) 

Full Page - $12.00/ad or $50/year or $20.00/ad  or  $100/year (Non -Member) 



Up Coming Events  

  March 20 SSMHA meeting @ 7pm location @ Cathy Blackburnôs  

April 8 -11 Oklahoma Centennial Oklahoma City, OK 

April 17 SSMHA meeting@ Jeff & Luan-I Jackson @7pm 

April 30 -May 2 Red River Classic  Ardmore, OK 

May 15 SSMHA meeting @ 7pm location TBA 

June 10 -13 Wheat State Valley Center, KS 

June 19 SSMHA meeting @ 7pm  location @ Susan Currenôs 

July 1 -3  Heritage Classic  Athens, TX 

 

 

July 17 SSMHA meeting @ Majic Stables @ 7pm  BBQ  

July 29 ð31 Tulsa Summer Classic  Tulsa, OK 

Aug 21 SSMHA meeting @ 7pm location TBA 

Sept 18  SSMHA meeting @ 7pm location @ Hunter  Novotnyôs 

Oct 9 -16 Morgan Grand Nationals OKC, OK 

Oct 23 -24 PMHA Morab Nationals Lexington, KY  

Nov 20 SSMHA meeting @ 7pm location @ Cathy Blackburnôs 

Dec 18 SSMHA meeting @ 7pm location Tempi Roodôs 

 



Safety Helmets  while riding horses save lives!!  

Last week  2008 Olympian Courtney King -Dye was critically injured at a farm in Loxahatchee. Courtney had 
asked for a leg yield; the horse got tangled up in his own legs, tripped and fell. Courtney hit her head, fractured 
her skull causing bleeding in her brain. She was airlifted to St. Mary's Hospital in West Palm Beach and remains 
in a coma. Courtney was not wearing a helmet. 

Of the 500,000 horses in Florida, 70% are used in competition and recreation. Under Florida law,  " an equine 
activity sponsor or equine professional is not liable for an injury or death of a participant in equine activities 
resulting from inherent risks of equine activities."  

Last year Governor Charlie Christ signed, Nicole's Law named after a 12 year old Loxahatchee child who died in 
June, 2006 after she was thrown from her horse. Nicole Hornstein had been riding when her horse stumbled 
and threw the child; Nicole's head slammed into the pavement. She was in a coma for 20 days before she died. 
The bill is intended to prevent traumatic brain injury, the most common cause of death for people who ride 
horses or ponies. Sponsored by Senator Dave Aronberg (D-Greenacres) and Representative Joseph Abruzzo ( D-
Wellington), the bill created safety standards to Florida youth during equestrian activities and recreation. Still 
some equine related activities do not require helmets; rodeos and parades where helmets are not typically worn 
or while riding on private land. During the time the bill was still pending, two more children were seriously 
injured in horse related activities.  

King-Dye's tragic accident brings renewed discussion in the community about helmets and equine activities. 
Pamela Jenkins, Loxahatchee horse owner and rider states, " they are adults and do have the right to make their 
own choices, but it sets a really bad example for kids who want to be just like them. I never let my 12 year-old 
ride without a helmet, but she's always complaining and comparing how the dressage folks don't wear them." 

Marilyn Palmer, Palm Beach Gardens thinks that any athlete should wear protective gear. " You buckle your seat 
belt when you get in your car, and we're adults. I bet those people who wore safety helmets and fell off their 
horses and are alive and well today sing the praises of helmets. It makes no sense that everyone riding (horses) 
wouldn't put on a helmet."  

Safety equipment in all sports has evolved with modern day standards. Equestrian helmets should be "certified" 
by the American Society for Testing and Materials, a century old organization that writes safety standards from 
playground equipment to equestrian helmets and ensure that manufacturers follow rigid standards. The  latest 
safety innovation for equestrian helmets include the revised corner construction able to protect and withstand " 
the side of a jump or a horse's hoof would have." Computer sensors monitor and measure the shock of the fall. 

The only other state where there is an equestrian helmet law is New York. 

If you have things to add to the newsletter please 

feel free to contribute!  Please feel free to email 

Mary O at dacihart@yahoo.com .  Remember to get it 

to me before the 29th! =)  

http://www.floridahorse.com/%20
http://www.floridahorse.com/flsstatute.htm
http://www.pettrustlawblog.com/2009/06/articles/general/new-helmet-law-for-horse-riders-in-florida/
http://www.equisearch.com/horses_riding_training/tack_apparel/english/safety100703/
http://www.equisearch.com/horses_riding_training/tack_apparel/english/safety100703/


 

 

AHC to Release Report on Equestrian Access 

In July 2009, the American Horse Council (AHC) launched a new effort to collect information regarding equestrian access 

issues on federal lands. This effort was prompted by a growing concern among recreational riders around the country that 

they were seeing a reduction in the number of trails and trail heads open to equestrians on federal land. 

 

Hundreds of thousands of Americans use horses and pack stock to enjoy America's great outdoors each year. However, it is 

an experience that cannot be enjoyed without access to public land, trail systems, and trailheads. 

 

"The reduction of trails, trail heads and the closure of public lands to horses and pack animals is a continuing problem for 

equestrians," said AHC President Jay Hickey. "However, there is no centralized, comprehensive database that documents 

any loss of access and even fewer specific examples. We hope by giving equestrians a place to report their experiences we 

can get a better picture of the problem and use that information to fix it."  

 

The centerpiece of this effort has been an AHC online form riders can use to report their personal experiences regarding 

trails on federal lands that have been closed to them or other access issues. This online form is located at 

www.horsecouncil.org/survey.php. 

 

In the coming weeks the AHC will release a report detailing the responses it received concerning equestrian access issues 

around the country in 2009. 

 

"AHC is very pleased with the response we have received from recreational riders. Since last July over 50 reports of access 

issues on federal land in 23 different states were submitted," said AHC Legislative Director Ben Pendergrass. "However, 

this is just a start, it remains important that equestrians continue to report their experiences."  
 

AHC is asking all recreational riders to visit the AHC website and continue to report any access issues they have had using this electronic form. 

www.horsecouncil.org/survey.php. 

 

 

AMHA Youth Council Rule Change and Meeting Minutes 

The AMHA Youth Council recently held a teleconference meeting to discuss upcoming plans including an update on a 

recent rule change proposal made by the Council. This proposal would increase the age limit for all AMHA Medal Classes 

to age 21. The Council would like to encourage all AMHA youth members to attend their region's rule forum and voice their 

opinion about this change. Rules forums will be held at each AMHA Regional Show, for a list of AMHA Regional Shows 

please follow this link:  

www.morganhorse.com/competitions/regional_shows/. 

 

To read more about the Youth Councilôs meeting please find the meeting minutes posted here:   

http://www.morganhorse.com/members_only/youth_council/. 

 

Donôt hesitate to get involved! To find out how you can become an AMHA Youth Council member or to send your ideas 

and thoughts for AMHA youth programs email Amanda@morganhorse.com.  

Thanks to our Ad 

contributors this 

month! Donôt forget 

to submit yours next 

month!  

https://www.horsecouncil.org/survey.php
https://www.horsecouncil.org/survey.php
http://www.morganhorse.com/competitions/regional_shows/
http://www.morganhorse.com/competitions/regional_shows/
http://www.morganhorse.com/members_only/youth_council/
mailto:Amanda@morganhorse.com

